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POST-CONFERENCE CRITIQUE:

FOR SERIOUS WATCHERS ONLY!

The third semi-annual "Play-by-Play: Gen‑
eral Conference Critique for Serious Watch‑
ers," is scheduled for Monday, April 3, 1995,
from 6:30 - 8:30 p m . in the Auditorium, third
floor, of the Salt Lake Public Library, 209 East
500 South.

"Serious Watchers" according to the orga‑
nizers, are defined as "people who actually
listen to watch, think about and othenrvise pay
attentionto April General Conference.People
who gave up watching conference in 1972 or
those who have the television on in the living
room but are debating sports statistics in the
family room have spectator-only status.

This conference promises plenty of content
for comment. It is automatically important as
the first-ever back-to-back sustainings of new
church presidents. President Hinckley's "carry
on" theme, which avoided identifying his presi‑
dency from its start with a selected theme
creates suspense. Will he identify one (or
more?) during his conference addresses? The
format will be comments from panelists and
audience members on highlights. lowlights,
dominant messages, significant subtexts,
minutevariations from preceding conferences,
and a wishlist of other possibilities.

Lavina Fielding Anderson will moderatethe
panel with the participation of theologian
Janice Merrill Allred of Orem, Utah, musician
Ardean Watts of Salt Lake City, and LDS
converts and business people Richard and
Yvonne Williams of Billings, Montana.

"We consider general conference to be
worthy of our most serious attention for both
spiritual and intellectual reasons,“ comments
Anderson. "We invite thoughtful sharing."

“DOUBLE BETRAYAL":
CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

IN THE MOFIMON CHURCH

An inevitable victim in any case of child
sexual abuse is that child’s trust in the authori‑
ty figure who committed the abuse. What
happenswhen that betrayal is compounded by
the second betrayal that occurs when Church
leaders fail to respond appropriately and
supportively?

This was the topic discussed by a six‑
person panel chaired by Marion Smith, former
director of the Intermountain Sexual Abuse
Clinic. She stressed that many bishops have
"literally saved lives" of survivors, particularly
those who, as adults, recovered memories of
sexual abuse and thanked them.

The panelists, however,toldstark stories of
"other“ cases. Kristie Morton,sexually abused
almost nightly as a teen during one summer
when she stayed with a respected uncle who
held a high ecclesiastical position, told of
remaining silent for more than fifteen years.
Brothers-in-law Jim Mitchie and Mark Burton
related their experiences when they tried to
bring the existence of child sexual abuse in
their families to the attention of stake leaders.
Interest and sympathy dropped to zero when
they learnedthat the perpetrators were related
to a General Authority. Martha Pierce, guard‑
ian ad litem, explained the responsibilities of
an "ethical“ bishop, while Andrea Moore
Emmett covered a number of national cases
reported in the news media of Mormon leaders
who used their positions to abuse.

Marion Smith expressed the hope for more
open dialogue with General Authorities about
better training for bishops who work with
sexual abuse victims, more information for
parents, and an explicit "victims first" policy.
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CHURCHWATCH
Lavina FieldingAnderson

Note: This column contains items relevant to on-going issues of leader-member relations, Mormon femi‑
nism, andacademic freedom. It continues the chronology published in Dialogue (Spring 1993). This issue
provides a brief overview of events from 1993 to March 1995.

June 1993.TwocontroversialBYUfaculty mem‑
bers, David C. Knowlton, an anthopologist, and
Cecilia Konchar Farr, a feminist literary critic, were
informedthat BYUwould not grant themcontinuing
status. Their appeals were denied. Faculty mem‑
bersJohn Beck,MarthaNibley Beck,MarthaSonn‑
tag Bradley, Bonnie L. Mitchell, Tomi-Ann Roberts,
and Bill Davis left the university.

September 1993. Lynne Kanavel Whitesides,
president of the Monnon Women’s Forum, was
disfellowed for 'apostasy.‘ Avraham Gileadi, an
independent Isaiahscholar, PaulToscano,specula‑
tive theologian, Maxine Hanks, feminist editor of
Women and Authom', Lavina Fielding Anderson,
chronicler, and D.MichaelQuinn, historian,were all
excommunicated for 'apostasy.“

October 1994. Steve Benson, Pulitzer Prize
winning cartoonist for theArizona Republic,and his
wife Mary Ann Benson resigned from the Church,
partly because of official misrepresentation about
the healthof Steve’s grandfather, Church President
Ezra Taft Benson. Steve also revealed that Elder
Boyd K. Packer had met with Paul and Margaret
Toscano’s stake president on the very day that the
stake president began disciplinary proceedings
against them and that DallinOaks, who had admit‑
ted that fact to Steve. had denied it to an Arizona
Republic reporter. (In that interview, Elder Oaks
also called dissidents 'publicity hounds' and
'wolves.")Generalconferencewasstrongly themed
to the need for unity and the perils of ‘criticism.“
April 1994. David Wright, a biblical scholar at

Brandeis University. was excommunicated by his
stake president for his views of the Book of Mor‑
mon. Michael Barrett, an attorney with the Central
Intelligence Agency in Washington 0.0., was ex‑
communicated by his stakepresident, the Church's
local public relations person, for writing letters to
theeditor providing historicaland doctrinal informa‑
tion to correct incomplete or inaccurate news sto‑
ries. His stake president conceded that the letters
were truthful.
March 1994. BoGritz, independent presidential

candidate who garnered about 20,000 votes in the

Mountain West in the last election, resigned from
the Church in Marchbecause hisbishop linked tax
payment to temple recommend.
June 1994. After President Benson's death,

President Howard W. Hunter issued an invitation
"to thosewho havetransgressed or beenoffended.
we say come back.‘

August 1994. Jim Harmston of Manti. where
perhapsseventyconservativeLatter-daySaintshad
been excommunicated, declared himself president
and prophet of the True and LivingChurchof Jesus
Christ of Saints of the Last Days and announced
the restoration of plural marriage.

October 1994.Janice MerrillAllred, Provotheo‑
logianandmotherof nine,was placedonprobation
for her Dialgguearticle, 'Towarda Theology of God
the Mother" and for refusing to submit future arti‑
cles to the bishop for clearance. The terms of her
probation are identical to those of disfellowship‑
ment.

October 1994. FormerSeventy George P. Lee.
excommunicated for 'apostasy' in late 1985,came
to trial for sexually molesting a nine-year-old girl
from 1982 to 1985, plea-bargained, pled guilty to
"attemptedsexualabuse.“ and received 18months
probation.

December 1994. Brent Metcalfe, editor of N_e\_rv_
Apgroaches to the Book of Mormon, was excom‑
municated for 'apostasy.'

March 1995.BYUEnglishDepartment chair Jay
Fox told faculty member Brian Evenson that his
Altmann's Tongue (Knopf) was 'inappropriate.‘
Evenson’ssecondbook is under considerationwith
a national publisher. The chair, Jay Fox, was re.
sponding to an anonymous letter sent to the First
Presidency.

March 13, 1995. President Gordon B. Hinckley,
succeeding President Hunter. who died of cancer,
responding to a question about dissident Mormons,
said: 'We regret the course which some of them
may have followed, but our arms are open to re‑
ceive them, to encourage them, to help them to
return as active and faithful and devoted members
of the Church.“

‐ ‐ _ _ ‑_____
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SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
The Mormon Alliance doee not have

members. but association la by eubecnp‑
tion. A eubecrlption runs tor the calendar
year-January to December-tor $30.00. ii
youpaidyourtaesh 1998u1994.your
association will cont’nue throum Decem‑
ber 1995.
Included aa benefits are this quarterly

newsletter (tour issues, one per season).
the annual Case Reportsvolume (Volume
1 is sdleduied for release in the summer
d1995).andothermalhga.1heMonnon
Allende also holds public quarterly meet‑
ings in Salt LakeCity and sponsors a see‑
alon at the Salt Lake Sunatone sympo‑
s lum.
Youmay be reoeiv‘ngthis newsletter ”n

responseto a requesttor moreinicrmation
about the Mormon Alliance. it so. to re‑
ceive further information and mailings.
please remit $30.00 to the Mormon Alli‑
ance. 8337 HighlandDrive. Box 215, Salt
LakeCity. UT 84121.
Subecmtiona received at any point in

the year entitle you to all four newsletters
and that year‘s volume of the 935:3:
pom. individual copies of the 9039.82
gongwill be available for $20.00.

UPOOHNGEVENTS

'TheYear it Review,‘a popularsession
at the August 1994 Sunetona Symposium.
will be back by popular demand it August
1905. This ho ly. iast-movhg pant-mo‑
audience aurvey of the good. the bad. the
moving.andthebizarreinMormondornwill
again provide opportunities ior in-deplh
and expert analysis-alongwith acmepon‑
tificat'ng. politloimg. and plenty oi chuck‑
lea
Suns tonehSa l tLakeCi ty ieMied

lorAugust9-12.

PUBLISHNGSCHEDULE

Becauseoi a latemm «art it the
firstquanuoi1995.yourne1ahsueof
W will be mailed 15May.
Countonreceivingyour newsletterthereaf‑
ter dur'ng the first week 01each quarter:
July. October. January. and April.
it you have items to be published.

plaaaesendthem to'l'heMonnonAliiance.
6337 South HighlandDrive.Mail Box215.
Salt Lake City. UT 84121. thirty days in
advance of publication.

The MormonAlliance
6337 Highlandom.
Mam-215
Sal LakeCity. Utah 34121


