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F o l l o w i n g t h e t r e n d o f g e n ‑
e r a l con fe rence i t s e l f , t h e
semi ‐annua l c o n f e r e n c e c r i t i q u e
c o n c e n t r a t e d fi r s t o n i m p r e s ‑
s i o n s o f t h e Confe rence C e n t e r
a n d t h e n , obed ien t to Pres iden t
P a c k e r ' s i n s t r u c t i o n s , s h i f t e d
i t s a t t e n t i o n t o t h e c o n f e r e n c e
messages .

E n t h u s i a s t i c  d i s c u s s a n t s
b r a v e d a cordon o f fi r e t r u c k s
a r o u n d t h e S a l t L a k e C i t y ma in
l i b r a r y ( w h i c h was exper ienc ing
a fl o o d i n t h e b a s e m e n t ) , i g ‑
n o r e d t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r e were
n o w o r k i n g r e s t r o o m s i n t h e
b u i l d i n g , a n d fl e x i b l y accommo‑
d a t e d a t a x g r o u p t h a t h a d m i s ‑
t a k e n l y b e e n p u t i n t h e A l l i a n ‑
c e ' s s e c o n d ‐ fl o o r m e e t i n g room
i n s t e a d o f i t s own fi r s t ‐ fl o o r
m e e t i n g r o a n t o s h a r e i m p r e s ‑
s i o n s a n d o b s e r ‐ v a t i o n s .

" A w e s o m e , h u g e , a n d a c o u s ‑
t i c s b e t t e r t h a n I t h o u g h t " we re
t h e impress ions of one p a r t i c i ‑
p a n t who h a d managed to a t t e n d
t h e p r e ‐ c o n f e r e n c e Tuesday n i g h t
n o n ‐m e e t i n g whe re t h e b u i l d i n g
managers r a n t h r o u g h v a r i o u s
m u s i c a l a n d speak ing t e s t s . B o b
V e r n o n r e p o r t e d t h a t , e v e n w i t h
t h e " b e p repa red" announcement

h e was s t i l l s t a r t l e d w h e n a man
s t o o d u p o n l y a f e w r o w s away
a n d shou ted a t t h e t o p o f h i s
l u n g s , “ T h i s i s a d i s r u p t i v e ‑
sound c h e c k . "

V i c k i e S t e w a r t a n d A n n e
W i l d e , w h o h a d a l s o a t t e n d e d t h e
Tu e s d a y n i g h t m e e t i n g , r e p o r t e d
b e i n g f a v o r a b l y impressed b y
e f f o r t s t o make t h e g i g a n t i c
b u i l d i n g fi t s e n s i t i v e l y i n t o
t h e h i l l s i d e , " a l t h o u g h i t w i l l
p r o b a b l y l o o k much b e t t e r w i t h
t h e l a n d s c a p i n g . " T h e women‘s
r e s t r o o m s , t h e y r e p o r t e d , were
" m o r e t h a n a d e q u a t e ‐ v a t l a s t ‐ ‑
r o w s a n d r o w s o f s t a l l s l e a d i n g
o f f t h i s l o n g c u r v i n g a i s l e . I t
was t o t a l l y c o o l . "

The c e n t e r h a l l was u n i f o r m ‑
l y s t u n n i n g . " Yo u f e e l a s i f
y o u ' r e i n t h e m o t h e r s h i p , "
commented o n e . S e v e r a l c i t e d t h e
newspaper r e p o r t s t h a t a 747 j e t
wou ld fi t o n t h e m a i n fl o o r .
A n o t h e r n o t e d t h e f r e q u e n t a p ‑
pearance o f t h e sun m o t i f as
d e c o r a t i o n , w h i l e beehives a p ‑
peared o n l y o n t h e p u l p i t , v e n ‑
e e r e d w i t h P r e s i d e n t H i n c k l e y ' s
b l a c k  w a l n u t .

J a n i c e A l l r e d ,
t h e d i s c u s s i o n ,

mode ra to r  o f
observed t h a t



t h e b u i l d i n g h a d s ymb o l i c a s
w e l l as l i t e r a l mean ings w i t h
f r e q u e n t men t i ons o f t h e b u i l d ‑
i n g woven i n t o t a l k s . " O n e o b v i
o u s mean ing i s t h a t ‘ w e ’ v e a r ‑
r i v e d , ' " s h e commented , men t i o n ‑
i n g a t l e a s t t h r e e a p o s t l e s who
contrasted.the l a r g e a n d . b e a u t i ‑
f u l b u i l d i n g w i t h h um b l e r m e e t ‑
i n g p l a c e s o f t h e p a s t . She
h y p o t h e s i z e d t h a t P r e s i d e n t
P a c k e r ' s p a r a b l e o f t h e p e a r l i n
t h e o r n a t e j e w e l box: was h i s
a p p r o p r i a t i o n , n o t o f t h e b u i l d ‑
i n g , b u t o f i t s m o s t s i g n i fi c a n t
f u n c t i o n : i n s t r u c t i o n . G r o u p
o p i n i o n was d i v i d e d wh e t h e r
E l d e r P a c k e r ’ s open i ng r em a r k s
we r e me a n t a s a r e b u k e o f P r e s i ‑
d e n t H i n c k l e y ’ s emphasis o n t h e
b u i l d i n g o r whe t he r i t was a
f a i l e d a t t emp t a t humo r.

E l d e r Joseph W i r t h l i n p r o ‑
v i d e d a n o t h e r s ymbo l i c ( t h o u g h
q u i t e s t r a i n e d ) mean ing f o r t h e
b u i l d i n g by compa r i ng i t t o
D a n i e l ' s s t o n e c u t o u t o f t h e
mountain. w i t h o u t h a n d s , w h i l e
P r e s i den t Mo n s o n , b y q u o t i n g
P e t e r ' s s t a t emen t o n t h e Mou n t
o f T r a n s fi g u r a t i o n ( " I t i s good
f o r u s t o b e h e r e " ) seemed t o b e
d raw i ng an e x p l i c i t compar ison
be tween t h e moun ta i n a n d t h e
b u i l d i n g .

E v e n t h o u g h mo r e t h a n
4 0 0 , 0 0 0 r e q u e s t s f o r t i c k e t s
we r e r e p o r t e d l y r e c e i v e d f o r t h e
2 1 , 0 0 0 s e a t s a v a i l a b l e and. i t
h a s been w e l l known t h a t no
t i c k e t s have b e e n a v a i l a b l e f o r
weeks, t h e b u i l d i n g was n o t
c omp l e t e l y fi l l e d f o r a l l s e s ‑
s i o n s . One a t t e n d e e a t t h e S u n ‑
d a y a f t e r n o o n s e s s i o n , who h a d
p i c k e d u p a t i c k e t w i t h n o p r o b ‑
l e m a t n o o n t h a t d a y , o b s e r v e d
t h a t p e o p l e we re s e a t e d f o r
a lmos t an h o u r d u r i n g t h a t s e s ‑
s i o n and t h a t t h e r e we re " b i g
b l o c k s o f s e a t s ‐ -ma y b e t h r e e
h u n d r e d ‐ ‐ s t i l l e m p t y b y t h e e n d

» C h r i s t ) a n d

o f t h e s e s s i o n . "
P o s s i b l e t r e n d s w e r e

o b s e r v e d : a s p e c i fi c emphasis o n
God t h e F a t h e r t h a t seems t o g o
a l ong w i t h t h e r e n ewed emphas is
o n J e s u s C h r i s t . " A r e t h e y r e i t ‑
e r a t i n g t h e maleness o f God?"
A l t h o u g h . P r e s i d e n t P a c k e r s t a r t ‑
e d t h e t r e n d some y e a r s a go o f
r e f e r r i n g t o t h e " p l a n o f s a l v a ‑
t i o n " as t h e "p lan . o f h a p p i ‑
n e s s , " t h e p h r a s e seemed t o b e
much in ev idence d u r i n g t h i s
c o n f e r e n c e . Mo resGene ra l .Au t ho r ‑
i t i e s seemed to be emo t i ona l
t h a n u s u a l . " I t h i n k t h e y we re
overwhelmed. by“ t h e b u i l d i n g , "
a s s e r t e d o n e v i e w e r . E v e n t h e
u s u a l l y impas s i v e E l d e r Oaks
became emo t i o n a l a s he b o r e h i s
t e s t i m o n y o f t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n ;
t h e s ympa t h e t i c v i ewe r s a t t r i b ‑
u t e d t h i s response to h i s w i f e ' s
r e c e n t d e a t h . A t l e a s t t e n G e n ‑
e r a l A u t h o r i t i e s q u o t e d P r e s i ‑
d e n t H i n c k l e y a t some p o i n t i n
t h e i r t a l k s a n d n e a r l y eve ryone
ment ioned h im .

A p u z z l i n g moment was P r e s i ‑
d e n t H i n c k l e y ' s i n t e r r u p t i o n o f
h i s t e s t imony o f C h r i s t t o r e a d
a c u r s e f r o m D o c t r i n e and C o v e ‑
n a n t 1 2 1 a g a i n s t t h e "mean and
con t emp t uou s c r i t i c s " o f t h e
C h u r c h . A l t h o u g h i t was n o t
c l e a r whom h e was r e f e r r i n g t o ,
E l d e r P a c k e r h a d u s e d t h e same
s c r i p t u r e a g a i n s t t h e C h u r c h ' s
c r i t i c s some t i m e e a r l i e r , b u t
w i t h o u t e x p l a i n i n g t h a t " l i f t i n g
u p t h e h e e l a g a i n s t " was n o t
j u s t a d isagreement b u t an a t ‑
t e m p t t o b e t r a y a n d k i l l ( u s e d
i n . d e s c r i b i n g J u d a s ' b e t r a y a l o f

a l s o t h a t t h e
" a n o i n t e d o n e " r e f e r r e d t o i n
t h e s c r i p t u r e i s n o t G e n e r a l
A u t h o r i t i e s b u t i s t h e Mess i ah ,
o r J e s u s C h r i s t .

L e a s t f a v o r i t e among t h e
t a l k s was E l d e r H a r o l d H i l l a m ' s
recommendat ion to ' u s e t i t l e s ,



h i s i n s i s t e n c e o n " r e s p e c t i n g
widows" in a way t h a t consp icu ‑
o u s l y o m i t t e d d i v o r c e e s , h i s
d e s c r i p t i o n o f s e l f - e s t e e m a s a
r e s u l t o f obedience ( t h e i n e v i ‑
t a b l e c o r o l l a r y o f w h i c h i s t h a t
members who a r e unhappy m u s t be
d o i n g someth ing w r o n g ) , a n d
e s p e c i a l l y h i s b i z a r r e h a l f ‑
j o k i n g recommendation.to " w i g g l e
y o u r t i e , " a l i m p p h a l l i c image
t h a t some v i e w e r s ' f o u n d i r r e ‑
s i s t i b l y comic.

M o s t f a v o r i t e was E l d e r
Yosh ih iko K i k u c h i ' s t a l k a b o u t
m i s s i o n a r y w o r k , w h i c h n o t o n l y
u s e d a p e r s o n a l expe r i ence b u t
was a l s o d e l i v e r e d w i t h w i n n i n g
" e a r n e s t n e s s . “

The f a r - r a n g i n g d i scuss ion
a l s o i n c l u d e d v i e w e r s comments
a b o u t  m m
w h i c h r e p l a c e d L e g a g y L t h e r e ‑
c e n t l y r e l e a s e d m i s s i o n a r y mov ie
g o d ' s A r m y. a n d t h e v i d e o o f t h e
t es t imony o f t h e F i r s t P res i den ‑
cy a n d TWelve t h a t was shown
be tween m o r n i n g and a f t e r n o o n
sess ions .

UNCOMMON D I S S E N T
mm

W a t e r W a t e r Eve rywhe re .
a n d n o t a d r o p t o d r i n k . OK,

a c t u a l l y t h e r e ' s n o t much w a t e r
e i t h e r , because I ’ m t a l k i n g
a b o u t t h e r e s u r g e n c e o f n e o - p r o ‑
h i b i t i o n i s t s i n a n d a r o u n d t h e
f o r m e r f a r m i n g community a n d
r e c e n t u p s c a l e S a l t L a k e subu rb
o f  D r a p e r ,  U t a h .

I t a l l s t a r t e d a c o u p l e
y e a r s a g o when a l o c a l g o l f
c o u r s e a p p l i e d f o r some l i q u o r
l i c e n s e s a n d was t u r n e d down.
The " w e c a n ’ t l o o k u p o n s i n w i t h
t h e l e a s t d e g r e e o f a l l o w a n c e "
c rowd was amazed t h a t t h e y were
a b l e t o J u s t S a y N o t o g o l f e r s ,
g e n e r a l l y cons ide red to be peo ‑

p l e w i t h money a n d p o l i t i c a l
i n fl u e n c e .

Emboldened by t h e i r s u c c e s s ,
t h e y t r i e d t o p a s s a c i t y r e f e r ‑
endum t h a t w o u l d i n e f f e c t s t o p
a n y f u t u r e i s s u a n c e o f l i q u o r
l i c e n s e s , l e a v i n g D r a p e r , a t o w n
o f a r o u n d 3 0 , 0 0 0 r e s i d e n t s , w i t h
one l i c e n s e d r e s t a u r a n t .

D e s p i t e c o n s i d e r a b l e l o b b y ‑
i n g i n l o c a l w a r d s , t h e v o t e r s
r e j e c t e d t h e p roposed b a n b y t w o
t o o n e . I guess t h e p r o s p e c t o f
h a v i n g n o r e s t a u r a n t s i n t o w n
beyond d r i v e ‐ t h r o u g h f a s t f o o d
j o i n t s w a s n ' t a l l t h a t appea l ‑
i n g .

H o w e v e r , a f e w months l a t e r
t h e mayor proposed a s i m i l a r b a n
t o t h e c i t y c o u n c i l . N o w t h e
v o t e r s g o t annoyed and packed
t h e c i t y c o u n c i l m e e t i n g , a s k i n g
why t h e c i t y c o u n c i l was i g n o r ‑
i n g t h e c i t i z e n s ' c l e a r d e c i s i o n
i n t h e e l e c t i o n .

A l o c a l C a t h o l i c C h u r c h a l s o
’wanted to h o l d a s t r e e t f a i r as

a f u n d r a i s e r f o r a new c h a p e l ,
a n d w a n t e d a o n e ‐ d a y b e e r and
wine p e r m i t f o r t h e e v e n t . T h e y
m e t a l l a p p l i c a b l e l a w s a n d
r e q u i r e m e n t s b u t were den ied
anyway. Wingers wan ted to b u i l d
a r e s t a u r a n t b u t i t s r e q u e s t f o r
a l i q u o r l i c e n s e was d e n i e d
u n t i l a f t e r t h e r e s t a u r a n t was
a l r e a d y b u i l t .

T h a t p u t a n e n d t o t h e l o c a l
we i rdness . E v e n t h e b lue -noses
were g e t t i n g embar rassed . The
c o u n c i l passed a l i q u o r o r d i ‑
nance t h a t was a c t u a l l y p r e t t y
n o r m a l . The C a t h o l i c C h u r c h g o t
i t s p e r m i t , W inge rs g o t i t s
l i c e n s e , a n d t h i s p a r t i c u l a r
m o r a l i s t i c b r a i n spasm seemed t o
h a v e  p a s s e d .

J u s t when i t l o o k e d s a f e t o
come o u t , BYU p r o f e s s o r S c o t t
H o w e l l , t h e o r i g i n a l r i n g l e a d e r
f r o m t h e g o l f - c o u r s e d a y s , d e ‑
c i d e d t h a t i t was immoral to



have a brunch . r Gn ldn laxunk ies
: e r men schoo l s tuden ts g r a d u ‑
e r r n g ( K m t h e i n d - e r “ : mum
p r o g r a m Why? B e c a u s e 1 r ~ 5 5 rue
o n l y K e s t a u r a n t 1 n L a w n m t n n
n q u e r l i c e n l e v N e v e r mind t h a t
rue r e s t a u x a n l z h a d donated t h e
graduat ion d i m e : f o r rne scur
ueuee { o r t h e l u s t e l z v e n y e a r s .
ever s ince ur opened. on w e l l .
t h e y can a l u a y s have rue g r a d u ‑
men brunch ur n e e B a l l ‘ s
e n v e - t h m

n u . rue u n j u e e u r L a w n o f
K l g h l m d , H u h . h a : u n e w
S w a n ‘ s S u p e r m a r k e t unuer B u l k
r r r u c r m r r. I r . w i l l b e m e w n l y
s m u h ' : r n rne enrsre c h a i n rner
does n o t s e l l b e e r Why? nee-use
r : cuuw n o t g e t a l e n s : s u
n g h l i n d u n l e s s a : aimed t o
t h a t E m m e t . rue neruneuu
i n f e c t i o n may ue eereuusng,

E v e n b y ( x i d i z x m m ) H u m a n
n o men s i m m s . ru r r a n
looks a l i t t l e helVY-hamkd I ' m
n o t s u r e w h a t i s c a u s i n g m e
reuerrr mrureex of wanting to
r u n one g r o u p ‘ : prucrreeu um
m q r y o n g ‘ s rnreuz, b u z x nope r r
u j u s t . u p h a l e maybe 1 : r e
' c h e T e x n h l e M ’ s , - t h e 5 2 c m
cenru ry of Nomnnuom m y b q in
a hnnurea or so y e a r s , N o r m a n s
u m 5:01? s h c u n n g ' N o " ( a u .
emnrng. a n d j u s t has aim?
b e n r n u pzop le . i n c e s s a n t l y ask ‑
1mg wnyw re every s ru renenr.

m  m :  m  a m t - ( m
n L I “ r m m - " o n :

W

zr h a s ueen a sauxce ek‘ d i s ‑
zress n o me, a s z e m y m m b e x s ,so: many yeaxs t h a t ou r E h u x c h
i s r e p e a t e d l y c r i t x c i x e d ( o r
b e i n g a ' c u k ' o r not. eerne
C h x i s m m uuur 1 m m o f rneee
rerne communscnze )5 rue r a d i c a l
' s c r a n g e n e s s ‘ which many Cru ise

L i a n : “ m m - c : to name-nun
w h i l e 1 reunre t h a t ms

prsnerpm urns uuemnes cunnor
be neuorrnred m y . x s t r a n l e
f e e l ruur w e m l d fi n e w i n e :
C h l i s t x a n s l e s s g u n k r e June:
u ! ” e u l c s s t s ' u e u r u e u u y s o r
and pracucee am n o t c r e a t e so
n u n y uurrrers. m most cases,
mueeu, rnese h a u l e r s a r e con‑
p l e c z l y u n n z c e s s a r y . nne s i n g l e
m e n u : of ruppmenenenr c o u l d be
e u s e m n g rue C h x i s t i m ‘ c a l e n r
uur.

b e : ne m a t e 3 a m : eml ienc»
e s t o “ m u s t e r : why I t h i n k u u r
x s o l a u n n f rom ( h e r e e r a ! t h e
C h r i s t i a n w r m c r e a t e : unneces‑
s a r y ' s c x a n g e n e s s . ‘

one y e n r , a u x .ruxe c o n f e x r
enue i n m e m ( 2 ) ) o n x n r r e r n y
h u s b a n d a n d x a n d a u x s e v e n
crumrer. u u m u n y I t e m : re rue
ruuernucxe, : h i n k x n g new w a y
a n l a s c e r e e m c e i n t h a t heau‑
[ ) f u l b a n d i n g was B o x n g t o x » ,
1‘0 a u x grenr d ismay. ner u s l n r
gne s y e - k e : 1 n rue u r r u r e m m r
i n g sess ion mentioned m m ,
C h n s c ' s a t o n e m e n t , o r t h e r e s ‑
urreeeruu rnereue, nu h e n x d
m u n m u m - g , n r m e n e r y w u x k ,
urns rue umorceuce e: t h e
prreurueeu. Since many M m e :mr rs r rnn . make a p a i n : o f are
: e n d x n g c h u r c h o n l y a n surrer
and C h r i s t i n a , 1 c o u l d n o t h e l p
mncmng a t m e t h o u g h : rnur
me of t h o s e in due cansregu.
rren " u g h : h a v e seamen to am
M a m x s m a « y r u m p u t l c n l l r
s a u c e r, mu: m a r ( M y uuve
r n w g h u

| fh=n K e a c l u n g l u n e ! see re ry
in P r a v o rm Hard Kecenz l y, I
had ; s rnnnr experience when I
asked 11 unyeue c o u l d r e n us
s h e : sumuy sr u s . our. or me
gxcup e! um er s x x t y I m a m
o n l y o n e xa ised b e : we we
r d e n r m e e t h : d a y a s m u sun»
uuy, T h i s was v = t y a u z u x b i n g w



u A n u n I n g u d a t . y m...
u m u m x m m - b o d : man:
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s a i c l a k e c i t y , i n e m s

o n m m m n r
check t h e snnenene schedulerer t h e s e m e n epcnecrea ny r h e

Norman n u a n c e cn -reveree
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