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STILLAT THE LIBRARY...

CONFERENCE CRITIQUE
So . . . howwere the acoustics in the Con‑

ference Center, especially by the time they
reached your television set?

Will there beaNewTrend in Authoritative
Ties to kick off the n ew millennium?

Will there be any discreet self-congratula‑
tion ononce againkeepingthe traditional (or is
it "natural"?) family safe by the Proposition 22
win in California?

Andwhere will President Hinckley dazzle
the press next after his triumph at the National
Press Club?

0h, whoops! Almost forgot What did the
leaders say about gospel principles?

The semi-annual conference critique will
explore these and other trends on Monday,
April 3, 2000, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
main library downtown (209 E.500 South), in
the meeting room on the south side of the
second floor. Once again. Janice Allred will be
Discussion Czar for this freewheeling and
insightful exchange.

The parking structure on the northwest
comer of the library block has been demol‑
ished, but there should be ample on-street
parkingon the southandeast sides of the block
and across the street on the City-County Build‑
ingblock.

CASE REPORT REPORT
Vol. 4 (historicallydated 1998) iscreaking

towardthe typesettei’s.Thisvolumeprovidesan
overview of the 1992‐97 BYU firings and ex‑

communications,withpersonalessaysbypartie
ipants, a narrative history, and contextual
scholarly essays by James Chapman and Becky
Johns.

Individuals involved in ecclesiastical<
academic actions during that period are D.
MichaelQuinn,MaxineHanks,AvrahamGileadi,
Lavina Fielding Anderson, Lynne Kanavel
Whitesides, David P. Wright, Brent Metcalfe,
Gail Houston, Brian Evenson, Michael Barrett,
JaniceMerrillAllred, andStevenEpper‘son.This
issue wi l l also include several reviews of rele‑
vant books.

Vol. 5 (1999) is hot on the heels of Vol 4
andwill follow it within a couple of months. It
will deal with the perceptions of those who
experiencethepatriarchy-centeredChurchfrom
the position of "Other“ -- especially the experi‑
ences of women, gays, and lesbians.

If you receivedthenewsletter for 1998and
1999, you will automatically receive these
volumes of the case reports aswell. But please
check your mailing label. If the number in
parentheses after your name is n o t (00), it
means that you need to renew your subscrip‑
tion promptly to continue receiving By Cam‑
mon Consent and the Case Reports of the Mor‑
monAlliance,VoL 7, 2000. Subscriptions runfor
the calendar year.

####
We have rudiments of reverence for the human
body, but we consider as nothing the rape of
the humanmind. ‐Eric Hoffer
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ORGANIZATIONALSTATEMENT v
THEMORMONALLIANCEWAS INCORPORATEDONJULY4.

1992.113pURPosmARETOIDENTTEYANDDOCIMENTECCImIAs‑
TICAi/SPIRTTUALABUSE,To PROMOTEHEAIJNGANDCLOSUREFOR
rTs SURVIVORS. To BUILD MORE SENsrnVE LEADERSHIP. To
EMPOWERLDSMEMBERSTOPAR‘HCIPATEWmiMOREAUWENflC‑
ITY IN MORMONTSM, AND To POSTER A HEALTHIER REIJGIOUS
COMMUNITY.

BY COMMONCONSENT Is THE QUARTERLY NEWSLETTEROF
THEMORMONALLIANCE.COMMENTS,ARTICLES, AND lTEMS FOR
INCLUSIONAREWELCOME, IF THEY ARESUBMITTEDTHIR‘IY DAYS
BHORETHEMAIIJNGDEADuNrs,WHICHARE'l‘HELl‘STWEElGOF
DECEMBER, MARCH, JULY, AND SEPEMBER. PLEASE SEND ALL
CORRESPONDENCE ABOUT ARHCLEs AND SUBSCRIPTIONS TO
MORMONALLIANCE. 1519 ROBERTASTREET, SALTLAKECITY.
UT84115.

SUESCRIPHONSAREssoEOREACHCALENDARYEAR.ATANY
POINTDURING'n-IEYEAR'n-IATASUBSCRIPI'IONBEGINS,YOUWILL
RECEIVE THE FOURNEWSLETTERS OFTHAT YEAR AND THE CASE
REPORTS VOLUME FOR THAT YEAR. ON REQUBT, You MAY
RECEIVE MEETING NOTICE AT NO CHARGE. COPIES OF EARLIER
CASEREPORTS, 1995AND 1996,ARE AVAILABLE FROMSIGNA‑
TUREBOOKSFOR$20APIECE (PRICEINCLUDESSHIPPING)AT564
W. 400NORTH,SALTLARECI'IY,UT84116.THEORDERLINEIs
(801) 531-0164.

To REPORTCASESOEECCIBDSTICALANDSPIRHUALABUSE,
CONTACT LAVINAFIELDINGANDEIGON, <IAVINA@UTw.COM>
1519 ROBERTA STREET, SALT LAKE CITY. UT 84115, (801)
467-1617.
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My Thoughts on the Women's Movement
Rhoda Thurston

Las Cruces, NewMexico

My response to the question, "What do
women really wan t or need?" is this: Equality!
Equal importance and value for work accom‑
plished! Recognition of the fact that manhood
and womanhood, with all the differentials of
their occupations and achievements are prepa‑
ration for Godhood!

Since the priesthood is not a person but a
channel of power to do God's work on earth,
women must also use God's power to do the
works of Christ, astheyare commissioned to do
and to serve the needs of their fellow-women.

Charity, the pure love of Christ, is no t
available without His power. Women's work is

God‘swork too asthey desire to bedisciples of
Christ in servingthe needsof their families and
neighbors, in doing good works, and in devel‑
oping all of their talents to the maximum they
can achieve. The spiritual gifts of wisdom and
understanding are as useful and needed as
obedience and repentance.

A woman's organizan'on should provide
teaching and training with encouragement for
all its members to express ideas and experi‑
ences, no t just quoting what men say, in our
messages and lessons. Women have visions to
share of ways to do things that provide fellow‑
ship and cooperation.

Weneedwomenmodels of faith andcour‑
age like the heroinesof the Restoration, to help
ussee the blessings and opportunities of celes‑
tial marriage and to develop confidence and
self-esteem to become a partner in godliness.

The teachings of the prophets apparently
no longer see a need to recognize the female‑
ness in Godhood.

We women need assurance that doing our
best will be recognized and rewarded by a
godly Judge!

It seems impossible that awoman can gain
a feeling of worth or self-esteem when she is
subjected to negative orders by priesthood
authority andwhen she is told, "Never disagree
with a bishOp, no mat te r what he requests you
to do" . . . "Amanwithout the priesthoodcando
no more than a woman can do" . . . The Lord
will never be on awoman’s side in a disagree‑
mentwith her husbandor any Churchofficial."

Women need leaders who inspire respect
for truth, honesty, and integrity in Church
history as well as in daily conduct. We need
freedomto governourselveswith knowledgeof
correct principles. Leaders who renounce eter‑
nal gospel principles do no t inspire confidence
that conformity to their interpretations will
further our eternal welfare.

Wereallycould use lessharassment for our
observations. 1amgrateful for the example of
women of courage. who knowfromexperience
what repression of scholars, intellectuals, and
feminists can do. I feel inspired by the honest



d s i x u u m I c h i g v c m m l x olwamm m m .
m my suntan. m u . “ nu 1 m i n - of
mm .0mu m mm Ind iumnul l :
u n w m ‘ l l z m l n d l h e u n l n i m u i n m n x h
w mrumxomud:” n e w s m a ‑
m

Women med (nu-my .. m w i n : our‑
selvu m g - m b e a m mu "A m a n "
. 1 ” need an benefits um w: a m t a “ .
equnlny.
¥ V w r m w a r m - k m . n" M W - m . . . ”
m m  m w m a v m m i u w m m - h u n - I w
w k m - m ‘ m m m j m m i u m - h ‘ n w u r ‑
m m E - u h - n d u m ‐ an.»” m m - m m ,
m . . .m...m m uK . u . m . m -y . m . . . “
h u l I u ‐ ‘ w d m x fl h - I n y fl s l ‐ M ‘ I n l m
M 1 m m h h fl m u u m . r _ m . m m
( m m w m a c m m ) m m m u m , W m

NEWS 1w s t 1Wm
m u m e n - E H I S I G N

l n m m m i u r l p h n m m d m d i n m m n l
m am we: aim: mm mm.xhwlinxlmr
m m . “ m m :

Sinus amined . main: mm held
A m . 2? m m Eldcndu Spnnlx, M m . . .
cbnmxldan, mm : i m w e t : mdzincd m
m i . fim pnulhnod cram . Mynu P u b ,
emu Jami: on: m a ” . .nd m. . .Nady,
mm n m m ammmmzumnfltmkufl:
( M n m y ) MLCIdhelL M Fehmll‘l
m o ,  « 1

game.
xmumnuna: “ m u m
Lavina m i n i m u m

A: rape m...m: u mlebnmd hemwnh
i. m in mm In:m m msin: m m .
led byCllhahu ma bu m m . . 1 c m
mm Ind m n - C h m n m espednlly erx, x
unused unmia lub le « n o : a !m o !W.
m h m ‘ x m public xehnom m m m ma!
in humliul mummulxklmn nuodvty.

Gordzm n HIMHEY- 1 m m ;m «1. Sep
mm 1999 dedxnnnn a l l m a m m a l “ m.
m with: Mount-in M u d . “ " m m , m
' N o m lmnwi fully Wm " W m “ M a m
u m Mudaw: I a m n u t - n u k e w e ,

bn lmmournmnmwhl l  mm
m g m m m m w m m fl m u “
.m:whuhw=hv:dnn=hmldgdindnflh£
m m .  N  a m  x .  m m  u  .m m m m e m m m w m
w a n - m m o ! Ila-K “ k i n ! u m Ind: duy.‘
( 0 m . w m k y, a h u t m New m 4 m m
m m ' r n w Muy N m r B : m m ' m
M5 Sept 1979. I n .A40": John L HI'L
m m ; m c h m m a :c m : c u m .
Nzwx mm m, s, a)

P m m u d ) : h m , ... m 5 . . . : k a a nm
m u m , of m, rm y e l r A: Church ,
am an Win: m "D m i n

1 m m ; 1 m m “ .m u m . . . “ M m
m u m m y w w w m c u m x m m
mpuusml m m: mm 1.. am m
m waddyan plmelh: mg

a  »  l e w m l l d p l x c m b h m z m
In : l a d W k . ( “ “ 5 c ha! inurvi:w wilh
mm...Hmddzy mm onmm 2;
me u, Vern Andaman and Fem m m "
M of m 5.1. m Mum. Wm M LII:
m m :webs Ian.)

A m w e , [ h i t a ! mum: mm.
d k e m r n h h g C a l m M u m . . . “ Smdi : . .
D a m n1 : “ ; m e m m a l l m m “
h u fi y Ind Whifinn. [ ) l e LII: Pvpfi u : ‑
hnwwladmmxm-bmldurwnunmlmm
“ I c y - m , n u l a l ly I n : 3 ; Mammal: M a w :
M b u l m m e l ‘ m q m fl m d m u :a m .vnzhm «mn .. c a l m 9 m m i nm a m a :
h m  I z m z m . m d = u u a d m m
m m mfgm'nmvolunnnmvhlnldng n
as: my c u m 0! m mm mm um
oenrnhzzd a! In line religicu m m n ' n u in
wnxld m m , m h: alien .n ” m y m
use, Iar m: l b w 0' m, um um
mum-m. m l u m fi m u n w m u l x r
m m “ : a.. u mu m a r m m . n ‘ .12
a m ‑

Darin] we aux-dc: and Lb: mauifilwn
' « u h m m ‘ d m w d m m m  m
Ind MQWHWGIE n-umpkd u: krd fy in l
exerc’u: “ m m unav l Ind m y : u p ,
And re. m m “ . m: Indus c l m: ( h m .



insisted that, whether these things were wrong,
the church was n o t responsible, nor need it
apologize."

One of the cruelest afflictions reported to
the MormonAlliance is how frequently anyone
who has tried to discuss anepisode of ecclesias‑
tical abuse with another ecclesiastical leader
receives, at best, a polite but uncomfortable
hearing, the hastyadvice to "put it behindyou,"
and, if they confess an inability to forget on
command,asternandoften threatening lecture
that they have therefore become the one at
fault because they are refusingto forgive.

How hard would it be for a bishop or a
stake president or a General Authority to say
simply and sincerely, "What happened was
wrong. It should not have been handled that
way. That's n o t what the Savior says should
happen in Doctrine and Covenants 121. I'm so
sorry. Howcan I helpyou dealwith this sothat
you can begin to move toward forgiveness?"
Apparently impossible, at least in some cases.

Instead,asone person put it, "Whenyou're
raised to think that the Church is perfect and
that youshouldalways followthe leaders, it'sso
confusing to have something like this happen. I
just wanted someone in authority to acknowl‑
edge that someone else in authority had done
something wrong. Instead, I had to listen to
someone tell me--again--that I was wrong and
that, by implication,what hadhappened to my
daughterwasn't wrong-again. And then hegot
to the only point that really important to him.
Was I going to sue the Church? I hadn't even
thought about it. But I can tell you, when I left
his office, I was thinking about it."

Landesacknowledgesthe "greatvulnerabil‑
itY' created in "the act of acknowledging error
and sin, and the asking of forgiveness for it. . .
. And the task becomes ever more difficult the
greater the failing. the more official the agent,
the more authoritarian the personality. It is all
the more painful for an institution that has
formally sought . . . to claim infallibility."

What is next? Unquestionably the LDS
Church is at a high point of popularity and
national and international influence politically

Not only is it "right," it also has "might." In the
wake of the Church's "victory" over Proposition
22 in California, President Hinckley's national
visibility and popularity thanks to his undeni‑
able talent andstrengthswith the press, and its
high-level visibility as the champion of the
"natural"family,whichhasbrought it allieswith
cultural and ethnic groups where women are
stillsexuallymutilated, "honorkilled" if theyare
raped, and fed, educated, and housed differ‑
ently from their male kin, it isno t unlikely that
the Churchwill look for other enemies to smite,
other holywars to fight.

I prefer Landes's thoughtful call for a
different approach:

“[ThePope] has struck ablowat the forces
of demonization within religion, and he has
begunwithhisowu religionandhisowninstitu‑
tions. . . . This is precisely the kind of thinking
that, atsome level, every religion,andcertainly
any religion that claims a monopoly on salva‑
tion, needs to do at the dawn of this age of
global civilization.

". . . This isanextraordinary opening to an
enormous and fateful dialogue, aninvitationto
a profound exploration of the dynamics that
lead from credal arrogance to inquisitorial
hatreds, andof the ways to avoid those paths."

The first real step has yet to be taken at
MountainMeadows. Instead, it has been taken
atRockCanyonAssembly in Provo,Utah,where
Rev.DeanJacksonof theAssemblies of Godled
his congregation‐perhaps two third of whom
are former Mormons--in a communal experi‑
enceof repentance for feelings of bitternessand
hostility harboredagainst their Mormonneigh‑
bors‐the inevitable results of exclusion and
oppressionby areligiousmajoritycommittedto
the position of being “the only true Church.”
Rock Canyon Assembly members signed a
document affirming their repentance, asking
forgiveness, and pledging “to live our lives as
ambassadors for Christ, as though He were
makingHis appeal through us."

In earlyNovember,with representatives of
Provo City and a Mormon General Authority
present ,theworship service focused on a minis‑
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I KnowThis Much is True
Roberta Gieren

<bnjn4u@hotnmil.com>
It's noteasy formeto lookatmy raw inner

selfasI flutter throughmy hectic life, even if I
now and then have quiet moments of fleeting
insight just before I fall asleep or when I'm
alone in the shower.

Once in awhile a novelwill propelme ou t
ofmyself-inflictedcomfort levelinto the bright
lightof self-discovery.WallyLamb'snewestbest
seller,I KnowThisMuchIsTme, will godown in
my personal history of growth because it has
forced me to once again analyze my inner
feelings. It has caused me to look at myself as
themaincharacter, Dominick, looks at himself.
The depth of his struggle exposed a rawness
within me, no t because my life has been like
his,butbecausehegrows in self-lmowledgeand
wisdom through adversity. The bookshows the
complexity of his growth from anger to an
understandingof threeprinciplesaboutlifethat
offer an evolvingserenity.

When I first pickedup the book, I thought
the title was ineffective and dull; but asI read
the main character‘s final words, I was struck
with the depth of the meaning of them. After
recountinghis self-discoveredprinciplesof life,
his final words are, "I know this much is true."

As I examine myself, I have to admit that
what I had in commonwith the main character
was no t his adversities but his reaction toward

MormonAlliance
1519Roberta Street
Salt LakeCity, U l ‘ 84115

his adversities. I had anger that my life has not
turned out the way I wanted it to. Angry be‑
cause I'vebeendisillusionedandyes, abusedby
the spiritual leaders I trusted, butmostly,angry
with God. I remember feeling thatl was drown~
ing in deep water, reaching ou t for a hand to
pullmeou t and all I receivedwas a foot on the
head to force meunder.Walking awaywas my
answer, deeply burying the inner feelings that
meant somuch to me, yet never really being
able to ridmyselfof them. I was left spiritually
alone, wonderingwhere I fit in.

Yet, no matter how shut off I tried to be,
God, in his wisdom, continued to catch me off
guard by sending subtle messages in unex‑
pectedways. For instance, Christ’s words ashe
hungon the cross, "MyGod, my God,why hast
thouforsakenme?" (Mark 15:34)joltedmeone
day when I realized I was in good company
with another who had moments of feeling
abandoned.

Today. after finishingWally Lamb'sbook, I
picked up Volume 3 of the Case Reports of the
MormonAlliance. As I leafed through it, I felt
sadcomfort from the words of courage of those
who have also suffered spiritual abuse. I know
my struggle for inner peace is aslow process. I
have a longway to go. Yet, I knowthis much is
true: “I am no t alone. God loves his children
and wants us to comfort each other." Yes, I
know this much is true.


