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Conference Critique

Post-Conference Analysis

The comparatively rare opportunity to
change the faces in, not one, but two seats
in the Quorum of the Twelve has added
more interest than usual to this pre-general
conference lead-up. With absolutely no
insider information (but perhaps a dash of
wishful thinking), an informal poll has
showed Elder Dallin H. Oaks's name com-
ing up frequently as a possibility for coun-
selor in the First Presidency to replace
President James E. Faust. Reasons cited
for his appeal are his comparative youthful-
ness, his reputation (not always consis-
tently deserved) as a doctrinal heavy hitter,
and a strong reputation for competence
garnered as president of Brigham Young
University and service on Utah's Supreme
Court.

Another individual whose name has
also been mentioned as a possible coun-
selor in the First Presidency is Presiding
Bishop H. David Burton, whose responsi-
bilities for the Church's temporal properties
have brought him into frequent and some-
times abrasive contact with Salt Lake City's
departing mayor, Rocky Anderson over
such issues as the Main Street Plaza and
the make-over of the ZCMI/Crossroads
Malls. Bishop Burton has the reputation for
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holding his own and representing the
Church with a fair amount of expertise. His
business and financial expertise might also
be factors.

Either appointment would leave a va-
cancy, and presumably the first two quo-
rums of the Seventy would be a logical
place to look for candidates. Commented
one observer, "lt's getting conspicuous
that, despite the steadily tilting demo-
graphic balance toward Latin America,
there still isn't a Latino on the Quorum of
the Twelve. Perhaps now's the time for
such an appointment." Eight members of
the First Quorum of the Seventy have
Spanish surnames, although the seven-
man presidency is all Anglo. No Spanish
surnames appear in the Second Quorum of
the Seventy.

Another argued that the growing public
scrutiny and public awareness of Mormon-
ism in the United States would make some-
one with public presentation skills more
attractive. Although past public spokesmen
for the Church have included Elder M.
Russell Ballard (most recently joining other
religious leaders in publicly supporting the
constitutional marriage amendment) and
Elder Oaks (participating with Elder Lance
Wickman in an interview by Public Rela-
tions on homosexuality), Elder Marlin K.
Jensen, currently Church



Historian, has seemed particularly appeal-
ing, thanks to his candid, articulate, and
unflappable appearance in Heln Whitney's
three-hour PBS special, The Mormons.

Speculation will be history by the time
conference is over, but join the semi-an-
nual Conference Critique to process the
appointments and their possible signifi-
cance. The Conference Critique will con-
vene on October 8, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., in
the Salt Lake in Conference Room A at
Salt Lake City’s main library downtown
(210 E. 400 South). Take the elevator just
inside the east plaza-level entry and go
down one floor. Conference room A is the
first on the right going west from the eleva-
tor on the lower level.

As traditional, Janice Allred will lead
this freewheeling and insightful exchange.
(See her analysis of trends in types of
conference talks from October 1999 to
April 2007, for the First Presidency and the
Quorum of the Twelve, on p. 2.)

The best parking (though not free) is in
the lot under the building. Enter from
Fourth South going east and turning right
at the mid-block entrance between 200
East and 300 East.

And don't forget to tune in Saturday
evening, September 29, to the women's
general meeting. A new Relief Society
president, appointed last April, will have
their first opportunity to address the
Church's women as a presidency. Julie B.
Beck, the new president, was previously a
counselor in the Young Women's general
presidency and is the daughter of Norm
Bangerter, previously Utah’s governor.

Her first counselor, Silvia Henriquez
Allred, is the first Latina to serve in a gen-
eral auxiliary presidency. (Japanese-Ha-
waiian Chieko N. Okazaki was the first
non-Caucasian.) Sister Allred was born in
El Salvador where, as a recent convert,

she served at age sixteen as Relief Society
secretary to her mother, the branch Relief
Society president. She also served a full-
time mission in the Central America Mis-
sion and studied mathematics and lan-
guages on the university level. She served
with her husband, Jeffrey A. Allred, who
was called as president of the Paraguay
Asuncion Missitn, president of the MTC in
the Dominican Republic; both were public
affairs missionaries in Spain.

The second counselor, Barbara
Thompson, is a never-married woman, the
second to serve in the Relief Soceity gen-
eral presidency. (Sheri Dew was the first.)
She also served a full-time missionary and
made a career in the Utah Department of
Human Services.

A Modest Proposal
Rustin Kaufman

In Geneva, Switzerland, there stands a
monument to four giants of the Protestant
Reformation. One of the four is Roger
Williams who, according to the historian of
the New England Puritans, Perry Miller,
was exiled from Boston--not because he
was a "Separatist" (threatening the com-
munity with the prospect of their charter
being taken away)--nor because he was
reviling them for illegally seizing Indian
lands. It was because he was a
"typologist"--believing that the accounts of
Old Testament luminaries were simply
allegories, pointing up to the New Testa-
ment, which was factual.

And today we have the retired Episco-
pal Bishop John Henry Spong telling audi-
ences and congregations, all across the
land, that both the Old and New Testament
writers were just a bunch of Jewish story-
tellers.

| am beginning to detect that there are
Mormon "typologists" among us who are
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Classification of Talks
October 1999 to April 2007
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CL = Christian Living
D = Doctrinal
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inclined to see the Book of Mormon as
mythological They would tell you that Lehi,
Nephi, Alma, the wicked King Noah, and
even (or especially®) the dancing daughter
of Jared--are no more than storybook
characters.

The most devout of such members
think that the Book of Mormon stories point
up to the Restoration; and so it doesn't
much matter whether or not they are true
stories. Should we kick them out of Bos-
ton?

| see it this way: We have already
accommodated liberal thinking to an extent
by accepting Richard D. Poll's categories
of "Iron Rodders" and "Liahonas." Why not
go along with "Typologists" as well? Ex-
communicating them might cause quite a
stir, as they may be numerous--staying
with the Church because they are attracted
to "the Way" as opposed to the beliefs.
Perhaps we should look to the Jewish
community for a pattern. If the Jews have
three tiers of orthodoxy, which shouldn't we
add the "Typologists" to the Iron Rodders"
(like me) and the "Liahonas"?

*"Give me the head of Jokanaan," as Richard
Strauss puts it in his opera Salom e.

Thoughts on Apologies
Lavina Fielding Anderson

September 11 was marked this year,
not only by remembrance of the acts of
terrorism that brought down New York
City's World Trade Towers, but also by an
unprecedented apology on another Kkilling
field, this one distinctive to Mormonism.

Apostle Henry B. Eyring participated in
a memorial service at the site of the Moun-
tain Meadows Massacre where local Mor-
mons killed 120 unarmed men, women,

and children traveling through Utah, also
on September 11 (1857), 150 years ago.
Reading a statement on assignment from
the First Presidency, he addressed the
gathering "as relatives of the massacre
victims and perpetrators and as unrelated
but interested and sympathetic parties."
The Church is one of these "unrelated but
interested and sympathetic parties."

At President Hinckley's behest, the
Church created and has maintained and
repaired the monument, the most recent
iteration of which was erected eight years
ago. At that time, President Hinckley an-
nounced, somewhat prematurely, "Let the
book of the past be closed." However, the
Church has sponsored the research and
writing of The Mountain Meadows Massa-
cre by senior LDS historians Richard E.
Turley, Ronald Walker, and Glen Leonard,
all of them career Church employees. For
the past five years, the authors have annu-
ally announced that the book would appear
in just another few months from Oxford
University Press. Elder Eyring repeated
that the book would be out "in coming
months" and announced, as its two main
conclusions, that the massacre did not
communicate Brigham Young's intentions
and that the responsibility lies with "local
[Church] leaders" and "members . . . acting
under their direction."

Elder Eyring expressed "profound
regret" for the massacre with "a separate
expression of regret" to the local Paiute
bands who probably "would not have par-
ticipated without the direction and stimulus
provided by local Church leaders and
members."

He then deflected requests from repre-
sentatives of the Mountain Meadows Mon-
ument Foundation and the Mountain Mead-
ows descendants to make the monument
a federally managed site. He stated: "The




Church has worked with descendant
groups since then [President Hinckley's
dedication of the monument in 1999] to
maintain the monument and surrounding
property and continues to improve and
preserve these premises and to make them
attractive and accessible to all who visit.
We are committed to do so in the future."

This "apology" generated considerable
comment on email lists, on the one hand
prompting amazement that it had hap-
pened at all and, on the other, raising
questions about whether "regret" consti-
tuted a "real" apology.

It is true that the Church, like other
churches, has not been eager to announce
responsibility for its past errors. Pope John
Paul Il ushered in a new era by exonerat-
ing Galileo for his "heresy" and, even more
specifically, apologizing to the Jews for the
the centuries of Christian-sponsored po-
grams, denigration, and anti-Semitism.

The LDS Church, in contrast, when
encouraged to renounce "folk" explana-
tions for withholding priesthood ordination
from worthy black men since the 1850s,
declined. On the twentieth anniversary of
Spencer W. Kimball revelation in June
1978 extending ordination without regard
to race, media reported plans that the
Church planned "to disavow past doctrine
that was interpreted as saying blacks were
inferior and their skin color was the biblical
mark of Cain." Such statements had pro-
vided a century of racist "explanations"

from Church presidents and apostles and -

were accepted as doctrinally binding by
most members of the Church.

The Public Affairs department coun-
tered by announcing that "church leaders
have no plans to issue a statement." No
repudiation of these policies has been
made to date. The result is an uneasy
historical limbo in which these previously

authoritative but unrenounced statements
co-exist with the Church's official silence
on reasons for the priesthood ban and,
consequently, the need for the change in
policy, commonly accepted as a revelation.

Not even on the table for discussion is
the Church's continuing exclusion of
women from priesthood ordination, despite
the increasingly conspicuous lameness of
explanations that "men have priesthood,
women have motherhood."

These are not problems that can be
solved by apologies. They are examples of
a more serious underlying problem: The
problem is that there seems to be be no
way to acknowledge the problems and,
hence, no way to start solving the prob-
lems.

The Church has no formal feedback
mechanisms for input by members of the
Church who have questions, wish to raise
concerns, or are troubled by existing poli-
cies. An all-too-frequent response to
question-askers is to stigmatize them as
trouble-makers by implying--or flatly
stating--that God will tell the prophet what
the Church needs. In this top-down model,
there is no encouragement or welcome for
grassroots input. Dissatisfaction with the
status quo becomes prima facie evidence
of lack of faith or incipient apostasy.

Maybe that's a situation that deserves
an apology--and the most sincere form
such humility could take would be the
changes advocated by the Lord himself:
"And now come, saith the Lord, . .. and let
us reason together" (D&C 50:10).



Sources of Evil
Alexander Solzhenitsyn

It was granted me to carry away from
my prison years on my bent back, which
nearly broke beneath its load, this essen-
tial experience: How a human being be-
comes evil and how good. In the intoxica-
tion of youthful successes | had felt myself
to be infallible, and | was therefore cruel.
In the surfeit of power | was a murderer,
and an oppressor. In my most evil mo-
ments | was convinced that | was doing
good, and | was well supplied with system-
atic arguments. And it was only when | lay
there on rotting prison straw that | sensed
within myself the first stirring of good.
Gradually it was disclosed to me that the
line separating good and evil passes not
through states, nor between classes, nor
between political parties either--but right
through every human heart--and through
all human hearts. This line shifts. Inside
us, it oscillates with the years. And even
within hearts overwhelmed by evil, one
small bridgehead of good is retained. And
even in the best of all hearts, there re-
mains...an un-uprooted small corner of evil.
--The Gulag Archipelago, Il.
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ORGANIZATIONAL STATEMENT

The Mormon Alliance was incorporated on July
4, 1992. Its purposes are to identify and document
ecclesiastical/spiritual abuse, to promote healing
and closure for its survivors, to build more sensitive
leadership, to empower LDS members to partici-
pate with more authenticity in Mormonism, and to
foster a healthier religious com munity.

By Common Consentis the quarterly newsletter
of the Mormon Alliance. Comments, articles, and
items for inclusion are welcome, if they are submit-
ted thirty days before the mailing deadlines, which
are the last weeks of December, March, July, and
September. Please send all correspondence about
articles and subscriptions to Mormon Alliance, 1519
Roberta Street, Salt Lak e City, UT 84115.

Subscriptions are $30 for each calendar year.
At any point during the year that a subscription
begins, you will receive the four newsletters of that
year and the Case Reports volume for that year.
Copies of Vols. 2 and 3 of the Case Reports (1996
and 1997), are available from Signature Books for
$20 apiece (price includes shipping) at 564 W. 400
North, Salt Lake City, UT 84116. The order line is
(801) 531-0164 or 1-800-356-5687. Volum es 1, 2,
and 3 are also posted on the organization's Web-
site: www.mormonalliance.org.

To report cases of spiritual and/or ecclesiastical
spiritual abuse, contact Lav ina Fielding Anderson,
<lavina@elavina.org> 1519 Roberta Street, Salt
Lake City, UT 84115
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